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Last look at Christmas

Many thanks to everybody who ordered the book over the Christmas and New Year period (especially a few
people who then promptly re-ordered for friends!). | know | would have been delighted to find this under the tree
(so long as it's not a tree like that on the Joyeux Noel cover below). And don't forget we appreciate seeing
feedback and comments on the book, so drop us an email.

Talking of posting books, orders placed through our shop have been going out within 48 hours or less, and we
were up to date as of foday. Our local post offices (plural, we share the burden - use them or lose them) really
love us!

3| muse

BRAVERL pNIVERSELLL

Tino Rossi

Gloria|Lazsa

Charles Trenat

Mathé Altéry

Edith Piat

Enslco Macias

Alice Dona

Les Compagnons de ks (.l'm

Luis Mariang

Richard Anthony

Georges Thill

Dick Rivers

Michel Dens .

Les Pﬂr{.rn teurs nlaf‘an.dQ-!.%“ ‘5

.t"‘"_.

And | know we're all trying to make sense of 2024 now but had to share one more Christmassy cover which
didn't make the final Bizarre Sleeves book edit, this awful effort below from the Tijuana Brass mob. It's a UK cut
and paste version of the American sleeve, but rather looks as if the poor trumpeter has managed to blow his
piles out the end of his trumpet! Ouch.

O Come All Ye Faithful » We Wish You A Merry Christmas
Angels We Have Heard On High ~ Jolly 01d 5t Nicholas
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing » Deck The Halls

God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen * Jingle Bells

Tijuana Christmas

What Child Is This

Joy To The World

Christmas Bells

Can't stock, won't stock!

Sad to report Waterstones, the UK's only bricks and mortar book shop chain, has given the title a big thumbs
down and will only get it for customers by special order. | wasn't that surprised; one of our previous books sold
nearly 5,000 copies and they refused to stock that as well. Which is why we don't recommend them to people!
For anyone looking for a decent online source (aside from our own online shop of course!) we like Hive.co.uk as
a more ethical online retailer for books and dvds; they also donate to physical shops with every order you place.
So for example the lovely second hand book shop in Buxton gets something for every order we place with them.

Around and about

There continues to be good coverage of the book, which seems to be popping up all over as word spreads.
There was a nice review of the Worst Sleeves exhibition on Merseyside and a plug for the book on Planet Rock
Radio's site written by a local lad Scott Colothan. You can read a shorter version on our site (I've taken most of
the sleeves out as you should be familiar with these by now!). Great shot of the gallery too (below). To me the
Williamson display (when | finally got to see it) was a bit mad in places, as they'd run sleeves so far up the back
wall you really couldn't see them properly. There were also strings of covers hanging from the ceiling which you
just could not see at all. Steve says he had nothing to do with this! Apart from that it was great to see it all again
with lots of new material, it's an ace building and was absolutely buzzing everywhere on the Saturday we were
over.

For people in the North East, the sleeves move up to the Bailiff Gate Museum in Alnwick next, opening there
on February 7th 2024 and running through into April. And if you do plan a visit there, add the amazing Barter
Books at Alnwick Station to your "to do" list; but make sure you give yourself a couple of hours!

A shot inside the Williamson gallery

Broadcasts

Steve and Simon have also been interviewed at length for a podcast called Art on Your Sleeve devoted to
(surprise) album cover art, more details will follow. They also did an illustrated talk about the collection, looking
in depth at a selection of the sleeves, on Jan 13 2024 at The Williamson. It was fully booked with over 70 people
attending and great fun to share the stories behind selected covers with an atientive and knowledgeable
audience. Mind you, it did all descend into pantomime farce near the end (appropriate | guess given the
season!) when their shiny new display screen threw a strop, so we played a game of spot the sleeve for the final
half an hour! And a cup of tea after a three hour drive might have been nice too...

Radio 4's arts programme Front Row covered the book and Steve's exhibitions on Nov 28th's edition of the
show at some length. It was good to hear them focus on something other than the latest Disney film, and well
worth catching up on just to hear the Radio 4 presenter trying not to corpse over some of the sleeves and their
titles. Steve has put the audio up (with subtitling) on his instagram

feed: https //www.instagram.com/worstrecordcovers/

One aspect of the Front Row discussion was the lack of bizarre covers in more recent times. Certainly there are
far fewer now but | suspect this mostly reflects the changes in the way music is accessed - it's not a record cover
to me unless it has been issued physically. Butthey do turn up. Check this bizarre christmassy Katy Perry
cover, which | think well worth a place in Steve's collection if he can bring himself to buy it...

KATY PERRY

“COTY LUTTLE CHREISTMAS®
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But then he has just sourced a bizarre Ed Sheeran cover, so clearly knows no shame!

After Alnwick, Steve will be exhibiting as much of his collection as he can at the Bearded Theory music
festival which runs across 23 - 26th May (in the Midlands between Lichfield and Burton), so if that is on your
diary be sure to seek him out. Bradford have sadly had to cancel their planned exhibition booking due to
refurbishment work but it may resurface next year.

More goings on

We also had a nice mention for the book over in Brazil, through the website and podcast of record collector and
music writer Bento Araujo. Bento has himself done some splendid books on Brazilian album art so it's nice to
know he appreciates the Bizarre Vinyl book, and he was especially pleased to spot the Brazilian duo Duduca
and Dalvan on the cover!

Comedian Maisie Adams has been sent a copy of the book; her reaction on Have | Got News For You when
looking at Steve's collection was priceless, and the clip has been viewed over 2,000 times already on our
YouTube channel, so we got in touch.

Simon also confesses while doing promotion work to spending time trying to find contact numbers for Q
Magazine to try and reach their book reviewer. It took him a while to twig it had ceased publication a couple of
years ago... "In my defence | soon tired of the magazine as it was very dad rocky, though we always used to
send them our CD titles to review when we ran a label in the late 90s."

Highlight of recent publicity though was probably a two and a greast half page article in the Yorkshire Post
newspaper's Saturday magazine on Dec 16th. We were both a litile concerned at how the photos they took
might turn out, but mercifully they left the worst ones on the cutting room floor (though still added them to their
online photo merch shop, what a waste of server space!) Not sure why they printed the back cover of the book
rather than the front either but there you go. One mate cruelly suggested a Monty Python "It's..." for the photo of
Simon ...

Lastly

Lastly we hope to have some exclusive Bizarre Sleeve Art promo t-shirts available soon, details next time.
It's not really the weather at the moment but no harm in thinking ahead! Steve and Simon have also been
booked for a BBC local radio interview scheduled for Easter too, which we will have more on anon. There is
also a new flick through promo video for the book on the way; it would have been done by now except Simon
has mislaid (= lost) the adaptor for his studio lighting kit... !

Thanks to everyone for their interest

Simon and Ann.
Easy On The Eye Books

SMALL PRINT

ORDERS - The Art of The Vinyl Sleeve is designed and printed in the UK and we do our bit to support public services
(rather than building rockets in the back garden). In turn we appreciate people supporting us by buying direct through our
official on-line Easy On The Eye Books store. hitps://easyontheeyeshop.co.uk/

There is a promotional video for the book online at Easy On The Eye Book's official You Tube channel, so feel free to
mention this to your friends!
hitps://www.youtube.com/watch ?v=suCh49X4gqVM

EXHIBITION - Steve's next Worst Sleeves exhibition it will start at the Alnwick Castle gallery on Feb 7th 2024. See our
website for future dates.
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You can subscribe to the publisher's website which means you get news updates on all our titles. You can
leave at any time, we won't swamp anyone's in tray and promise never to mention Black Friday or Christmas!
url = https://easyontheeyebooks.wordpress.com
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